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The Ray Dunning Scholarship Fund was set up 
as a legacy for my late husband Ray Dunning 
who sadly passed away while watching his 
beloved Doncaster Rovers play away at 
Leicester City Football Club.

The Scholarship Fund is a fund that will primarily 
help children in the Doncaster area, between the 
ages of 5yrs and up to and including 10yrs play 
football.  The aim of the fund is to work with 
football clubs in Doncaster and identify children 
who want to play football but cannot follow this 
dream due to costs.  The fund will provide a 
£50.00 grant to the club the child is affiliated to 
for such football kit.  In effect the scholarship 
fund will sponsor a child to play football…..The 
grant will help pay for football kit being shorts 
and tops with the clubs official logo on them.  
This fund will be accessible to children who live 
in low income families.

As a qualified football coach myself, I believe that 
teaching football at a young age is fundamental 
in building a firm foundation in helping young 
talented players enhance their football potential.  
It is hoped that this is where the scholarship fund 
can help.  

With the help of the Doncaster Rovers Founda-
tion and Doncaster Rovers Football Club, who 
are now the official sponsors of the scholarship 
fund and whom we are now affiliated too, we are 
hoping to attract Doncaster businesses in 
helping with this venture.   We do require 
sponsorship from companies in and around the 
Doncaster area in ensuring this scholarship is 
maintainable for years to come.  Should a 
business be interested in sponsoring the
scholarship fund then they will be added to our 
official website which we are setting up, with a 
link to there own business web site.

It has been agreed with DRFC, that the 
Scholarship fund can host yearly events at the 
Keepmoat stadium.  We are also looking at 
Charity events in and around Doncaster. 

At present we are setting up a two gamed 
friendly football game between the Leicester City 
and Doncaster Rovers Alliance teams.  Proceeds 
generated at the Leicester match with go to a 
charity of the widow who’s partner died two 
weeks before Rays death, at the Leicester City 
Grounds. The Doncaster match proceeds will go 
to the Scholarship fund.

At present we are in negotiations with the 
Doncaster Rovers Foundation in setting up our 
charity status.  We will use the same charity 
number as the Doncaster Rovers Foundation but 
we will have our own bank account, manager and 
legal team as Doncaster Rovers Foundation and 
Doncaster Rovers Football Club.

In order to network in and around the Doncaster 
area, we have recently joined the Doncaster 
Commerce who are helping us build 
relationships with businesses in and around 
Doncaster.  This is paramount in the success of 
this scholarship fund.

Due to the success of the Doncaster Rovers 
Supporters Alliance football team, we have now 
set up a Team 23 Sunday League Team which is 
affiliated to the Ray Dunning Scholarship Fund.  
This team consists of 25 members of the Alliance 
team who are committed to playing football and 
wish to take the team forward through the 
Sunday Football League.

The Ray Dunning Scholarship would also like to 
personally thank the Doncaster Rovers Support-
ers branch of Retford and Doncaster (Intake), for 
there support.  Not only do they support the Ray 
Dunning Scholarship fund, they have given a 
generous donation to the fund for which I am 
truly thankful.

Ange Dunning
CEO & Founder
The Ray Dunning Scholarship Fund
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I am honoured to be invited to play in 
this very special game to not only 
remember two fans, who tragically 
died at games but to also raise money 
for such a good cause as the Ray 
Dunning Scholarship. 

Every professional club needs 
grassroots football especially the 
children to provide the future stars of 
the game. This scholarship will enable 
children who may have missed out to 
have a chance to be a new Liam 
Wakefield or James Husband by 
playing for local football teams.

The last game at Leicester City that 
saw the team relegated was a bad 
memory I have now got passed but it 
pales into insignificance when you 
think that a fan went to a game and 

never went home. I can remember 
being told of the tragedy later in the 
day and it brought everything back into 
context. I am pleased I can now help by 
playing today.
 
Although I am manager of Doncaster 
Rovers, I also will have the honour of 
playing once again in the blue of 
Leicester, where I had some great 
times as a player. So I get to play for 
both sides today in what I know will be 
a friendly game with lots of banter at 
stake between fans.
 
From a tragedy we have seen football 
fans unite as never before and forma 
friendship that goes beyond any 
football rivalry.
 
I hope you all have a great afternoon

Ray Dunning was a member of staff at 
Don Valley Academy when he, very 
sadly, passed away unexpectedly.  He 
was highly regarded by colleagues, 
our students and all those who knew 
him and has been much missed.  

As a school community, we are keen to 
support the Scholarship Fund because 
we know how much sport meant to Ray 
and, also, because we are a school 
where sport is valued highly and we 
look to encourage all children to 
participate as much as they can.

The Scholarship Fund will provide the 
means for more children to gain that 
essential grounding in football – boys 
and girls alike. As a school that 
participates in local, regional and 

national sports events, we recognise 
the importance of sport in the develop-
ment of a fully rounded, confident 
learner.  Success in sporting activities 
is about more than just talent, it is 
about those essential life experiences, 
such as a willingness to train and work 
hard, to be committed to a team, to 
know failure and then to have the 
courage to get up and try again.  The 
Ray Dunning Scholarship Fund will 
make this a reality for more Doncaster 
children.

The Don Valley Academy community 
will be proud to participate in the yearly 
events at the Keepmoat so that as 
many children as possible have the 
opportunity to develop.

Don Valley Academy Supports the 
Ray Dunning Scholarship Fund



“Welcome to the Keepmoat Stadium, 
and to what should be an interesting if 
not exciting game of football….”

Today is a pinnacle moment for all 
players taking part in todays match 
here at the Kepmoat stadium.

More so, a dream come true for the 
Doncaster Rovers Supporters Alliance 
team.  Today, is a dream come true.  To 
play at the keepmoat is a true Doncas-
ter Rovers Supporters Dream.  

This is the second leg of the Alliance 
football match.  The first leg being 
played at Quorn in Leicestershire on 
the 10th August.  A good match played 
by all and a good result by the Leices-
ter Supporters Alliance Team who won 
the match on a 6-0 win….

This time, the Doncaster Rovers 
Supporters Team have to steal back a 
win in order to have a chance in 
securing the trophy……..

Team 23 was formed in July 2014 by 
Ange Dunning and Mick Pidcock from 
the majority of the Doncaster Alliance 
team. Rob Hailes was appointed team 
manager, and structured training 
began immediately after thanks to Rob, 
Tony Hatton (Assistant Manager), Scott 
Buzzard (Goalkeeping Coach/Fitness 
coach), Billy Whitehouse (Coach) and 
Seb Drake (Coach). It is fair to say that 
when we were formed we approached 
this season with trepidation but we 
soon settled into fitness training on a 
grand scale and large amounts of 
training drills. 

Gradually the team has started to gel 
and after having 2 pre-season 
 friendlies, playing different 
formations we have finally settled into 
a strong, ight knit squad who play 
football for the enjoyment of it and with 
a smile on our faces. The team trains 
regularly on a Wednesday night and 
frequently have players asking to sign 
for us due to the kudos of the 
scholarship, and the importance of 
what it stands for. The team 
management have recently signed up 
several more players, and with these 
additions we are looking to go from 
strength to strength in the upcoming 
season

Rob Hailes
Team Manager, Team 23

04 | DONCASTER ROVERS SUPPORTERS v LEICESTER CITY SUPPORTERS DONCASTER ROVERS SUPPORTERS v LEICESTER CITY SUPPORTERS | 09



Ray was a totally devoted follower of 
Doncaster Rovers all his life.  Hardly a 
game was missed by Ray.   From a 
very young age Ray followed DRFC.  
His team, his passion, his 
inspiration….. 

At the age of 11 yrs Ray was chosen to 
be club mascot.  He wore his kit with 
pride, what a dream come true.

Ray followed DRFC through all its trials 
and tribulations.  He followed to venues 
far and wide.  It was a rollercoaster
ride of emotions. The winning, the 
Losing, the relegation, the
promotions. From the Belle View   

Ground, standing in all weather.  To the 
transition to the Keepmoat...How times 
have changed. Ray was there. He was 
there with passion in his heart and 
devotion in his spirit.

What more could a club ask of its 
supporter. What more could Ray do to 
prove his loyalty.

Ray was also a devoted cricket player.   
He played cricket most Saturdays when 
Doncaster Rovers  wasnt playing.  Ray 
was a member of the Eden Grove CC 
for many years.  He loved playing 
cricket.  From the ducks to the 6’s he 
was a competitive player.  

08 | DONCASTER ROVERS SUPPORTERS v LEICESTER CITY SUPPORTERS

C.H. LTDMIDDLETONMIDDLETON
EST 1940

WASTE
MANAGEMENT
67/71 SPROTBROUGH ROAD

DONCASTER DN5 8BW

01302 783731

STEEL
S U P P L I E S
L I M I T E D

STEEL STOCKHOLDERS &
PROCESSORS

SALES: 01302 874321
WROUGHT IRON: 01302 874040

BULLCROFT 
CAR CARE CENTRE

SKELLOW ROAD, CARCROFT

01302 722352

SERVICE & REPAIRS | M.O.T.S.
AIR CONDITIONING | BRAKES

EXHAUSTS | DIAGNOSTICS

PAUL
MERTON
JOINERY

Suppliers of quality hardwood doors

Tel: 01302 788039

DENABY
UNITED FC

The
White
Hart

H I G H  S T R E E T ,   A S K E R N



It was the 3rd May 2014.  The final 
away match between DRFC and 
Leicester City at the King Power 
Stadium. It was make or break day for 
the Rovers.  Do we stay in the champi-
onship, or do we get relegated to 
division one? Today was the day.

Before the match, the comradeship 
between the 2 sets of supporters was 
evident.  “The good lucks”, the hand 
shakes, the nodding of heads in 
passing, it was all there that day.

Leicester were already safely 
promoted, and, should DRFC have won, 
Citys arch rivals, Birmingham would 
have been relegated instead of us.  
Unfortunately, a goal in injury time by 
Birmingham resulted in our relegation 
to Division one.

It was a rollercoaster ride of emotions 
for both sets of fans.

Cries of “let them score” from the 
Leicester City fans were a sign of the 
respect they had for us.  

The last 15 minutes of the game stood 
still for me and my daughter Abbie.  
Ray was taken ill on the terraces, and 
later passed away.  We thought he had 
suffered a heart attack, in fact it was a 
brain aneurysm. Ray died that day, 
supporting his beloved DRFC.  From 
this tragedy, a legacy to Ray began.

A facebook page was created, namely, 
Leicester City and Doncaster Rovers 
Alliance.

Through this page, myself and my 
family received support and words of 
sympathy from both sets of fans.
Suggestions were made to raise funds 
by selling wrist bands, holding fund 
raising events etc.

Within a short space of time, a sugges-
tion was made to hold 2 games of 
football, both home and away, between 
fans from both clubs.

Was this history in the making? After 
countless meetings between myself 
and Mick Pidcock at the Rovers end 
and Gail Rybicki and Lynne Meason at 
the Leicester end, dates and venues 
were finalized.  After adverts were 
placed on facebook for fans to form 
teams, the ball started rolling (pardon 
the pun).

4 months of hard work and intensive 
training followed, culminating in the 
first game being played at Quorn F.C on 
August 10th.  Today sees the return leg 
at the Keepmoat Stadium.

I would personally like to thank 
everybody for there time, hard work 
and commitment to this great cause 
and look forward to next seasons two 
games.

Should you feel you are able to support 
The Ray Dunning Scholarship Fund, 
please contact:

Ange Dunning    
angedunning14@yahoo.co.uk  
CEO and Founder   
Mick Pidcock, Managing Director
pidders59@aol.com

Finally, I would like to thank the 
Doncaster Rovers Supporters Clubs 
various branches for there amazing 
financial donations to the Ray Dunning 
Scholarship Fund.
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